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by methods of its own. This Continental base had
been selected for the Royal Naval Air Service opera-
ting in the defence of England against air attack;
and the security of its machines from roving groups
of German cavalry at large in a peaceful countryside
suggested the expedient of armed and armoured cars.
This innovation was promptly countered by the
simple plan of digging trenches across roads by
which the vehicles might travel; and by way of
repartee the armoured car began to develop means
of crossing obstacles. Such is the improbable
paternity of tanks, engendered on the Admiralty by
Mr. Churchill and his favourite child, the Royal
Naval Air Service, at Dunkirk.

But soon events directed his attention to the
Belgian coast with graver consequences. The
German surge through Belgium had hitherto left
Antwerp with its fortifications, the Belgian army,
and King Albert in comparative immunity. But
in October it appeared that Antwerp was seriously
threatened as the prelude of a German drive at the
Channel ports, and information was received which
seemed to indicate that the Belgians were not pre-
pared to hold it. This unpleasant news reached
Kitchener, who promptly sent for Churchill. The
First Lord was in a< special train, which had already
left London en route for Dover, on his way to inspect
the outlying Admiralty establishment at Dunkirk, His
train was stopped without explanations and brought
back to London; and presently Mr. Churchill
found himself in a midnight conference with
Kitchener and Grey. He urged that Antwerp was

i6z